In this study, the ability of donkeys to utilize low quality diets with or without energy and nitrogen supplemention was compared to that in ponies. (43.0, 41.0, 41.9 and 48.2 g/kg W 075 , ie 172%, 175%, 157% and 140% the intake of the ponies for diets I -IV respectively). Consequently, the pH was lower in donkeys. The higher straw intake had no effect on digestibility but tended to decrease transit times in the digestive tract (Suhartanto et al, 1992 III and IV).
Wheat straw degradation measured in sacco for 24 h was not significantly different between donkeys and ponies; however, with low nitrogen diets (II and IV), it tended to be higher in donkeys. The higher concentration of volatile fatty acids (VFA) in the cecum juice of donkeys, due to more intensive microbial activity, was related to their straw intake (43.0, 41.0, 41.9 and 48.2 g/kg W 075 , ie 172%, 175%, 157% and 140% the intake of the ponies for diets I -IV respectively). Consequently, the pH was lower in donkeys. The higher straw intake had no effect on digestibility but tended to decrease transit times in the digestive tract (Suhartanto et al, 1992 
